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Catalina Foothills Estates #9

P.O. Box 36225

Tucson, AZ 85740





ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED





President’s Message





I hope you enjoy this newsletter, that it informs you about what is happening in our community, and that it encourages you to participate. It is our intention to publish one on a regular basis.


As most of you are aware, the Westcor development was a contentious issue, not only in our community, but in the Foothills generally. This is now behind us and I hope that it will be successful with only a minor impact on us. Construction is planned to begin this summer, with an opening date sometime in 2003. We in Cat 9 will have input into the design and landscaping of the berm which will be built between the natural area along Avenida de Posada and the development. Westcor has promised to meet with us on a regular basis to discuss this and any other issues we may have.


There is a lot of other work to be done, including consideration of whether or not to gate. We have a committee studying this and, as I promised at the annual general meeting, no action will be taken in this regard without fully informing you of all the options and until a majority concurrence is reached among homeowners.


We have also formed a landscaping committee and a contractor has been selected to clean up the common areas. We are also in the process of reviewing our bylaws with a view towards updating these if necessary.


One of the other things we have decided is to provide homeowners a way to be heard at board meetings. If you have a matter you wish the board to consider please inform me or another officer of the board a few days in advance of the meeting and this will be placed on the agenda. Ten minutes will be set aside prior to the opening of each meeting, and during this time you may address your concern or suggestion. It will then be dealt with at the appropriate time during the meeting. If you wish to attend board meetings, they are being held in the Foothills Church (corner of Orange Grove and Skyline) at 7:00 PM on the first Monday of the month, excepting holidays, when they will be on the Tuesday following. Check with a board member for the exact room.


These are only a few of the items on our plate this year, and I am confident that we will do a good job for you.


Bruce Switzer, President





2002 Board Of Directors


  Bruce Switzer, President	  mtingi@aol.com


  Fred Fiastro, Secretary	    ffiast@aol.com


  Joyce Leissring, Treasurer	  			         	       jleissring@mindspring.com


  Dick Bryant              dick@openwindow.com


  John Carhuff                       	jrcarhuff@cs.com


  Dennis Driscoll 	         driscoll93@aol.com


  Debbie Fleischman 				          debra.fleischman@tusd.k12.az.us


  Diane Frank 		    dlfrank@att.net


  Bob Heindel 		  rjh@us.ibm.com


  Bill Lamson 		         welamson@aol.com


  Karin Sawtelle 		  jabaz@wwdb.org


  Russ Silberschlag	              azrusty@aol.com


  Scott Stubbs 	     stubbs@azstarnet.com





�


Man’s Best Friend 





Many of us have found that having a pet, in particular a dog, has enriched our lives.  But pet owners in Cat 9 need to be aware of, and abide by, those rules and regulations pertaining to them.  Some dog owners in our subdivision have become negligent in their responsibilities in this regard.  Recently, requests have been made to members of the Homeowner's Association Board of Directors to address the following:





o Barking dogs - not the dogs barking in greeting to the returning homeowner or in excitement at wandering coyotes, but those barking incessantly, at all hours of the day and/or night, with no intervention to quiet them.





o Physical reminders of dogs being left at curbside or even in the driveways of other homeowners (yes, we’re talking dog-doo)





			             Continued on Page 4
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Board Phone Numbers 


  Bruce Switzer, President		 232-0951


  Fred Fiastro, Secretary		 299-1282


  Joyce Leissring, Treasurer		 615-4921


  Dick Bryant                		 299-9588


  John Carhuff                       		 529-1753


  Dennis Driscoll                		 529-4566


  Debbie Fleischman 		 529-3901


  Diane Frank 			 232-9623


  Bob Heindel 			 299-4487


  Bill Lamson 				 299-0291


  Karin Sawtelle 			 529-2429


  Russ Silberschlag			 299-1418


  Scott Stubbs				 299-7792














Cat 9 Cleanup – Important!


You are no doubt aware that our neighborhood has suffered a serious mistletoe infestation that has caused the loss of or damage to many of our trees with the streetscape being the most obvious to us all. At the Cat 9 Board meeting in December the Board resolved to take action to clean up this infestation and undertake other beautification needs of the common areas owned by our association.


After seeking proposals from several firms, we contracted with AAA Landscape to undertake a cleanup that will begin later this month. The contractor will work ONLY within the common areas of our neighborhood, which are OWNED by the association.  These common areas are described on the recorded subdivision plat as the rights-of -way within which the paved streets exist. Therefore, a 50-foot right-of-way with a 20-foot paved street leaves approximately 15 feet on either side before meeting private property lot lines.   This assumes that the street is exactly in the middle of the right-of-way, which of course it is not.  Therefore, the cleanup parameters will be defined as approximately 10 feet from the pavement edge of our roads and the islands in the cul-de-sacs. 


The Board is aware that some homeowners have planted or landscaped in this common area and has instructed the contractor to be sensitive to these plantings while doing the cleanup that is necessary. In addition to mistletoe removal, dead or clearly dying trees will be removed as will desert broom. In a few areas sight lines need to be cleaned up to improve roadway safety.


It will NOT be the responsibility of the contractor to remove mistletoe or desert broom in areas outside the common areas owned by the association, that is, on your private property.  We urge YOU, however, to take advantage of this opportunity to have unsightly dead or mistletoe infested trees that can be seen from the roadways removed by the contractor doing the work for the Association.   This work is best done during the cool weather while trees are dormant. The more mistletoe we eliminate the better off all homeowners will be in coping with this problem. And we will get a bonus of a much prettier neighborhood. 


If you wish to take advantage of the services of the contractor who is working for the neighborhood you should call AAA Landscape at 696-3223 or 245-9141 (cell) and speak with Andrea Heger to make your own arrangements. Please understand that such additional work by the contractor requested by you will be at your expense.


We wish to thank you for your understanding and cooperation in the neighborhood cleanup and to wish all of you a happy and healthy 2002.


Cat 9 Board








Talkin’ Trash…


Each home was given a garbage can and recycling bin with the Cat 9 logo on them when we purchased them in 2000. If you need another, for any reason, they are available for purchase from the HOA. Garbage cans are $50 each; recycling bins $6 each. Contact President Bruce Switzer at 232-0951/mtingi@aol.com if you would like to purchase one or both.


Our "approved" garbage/trash collector for the streets served by Calle Los Altos and Avenida de Posada is Reliable Environmental Services.  They can be contacted with any questions at 358-6783 (address PMB155, 5075 N LaCanada #157, Tucson 85704).





Continued on Page 4








Skyline Drive Improvements 


The Citizen's Advisory Committee for the upcoming Skyline Drive improvement project from Chula Vista to Campbell has met and been briefed on the current status.  Russ Silberschlag and Joyce Leissring are both members of this committee (as are several other Cat 9 residents). They are also members of the Cat 9 Board of Directors, and therefore reporting to you on the progress. 


Highlights are:


All improvements to Skyline and intersections are scheduled to be COMPLETED (per the legal agreement with the County and Westcor/La Encantada) by the time the shopping center opens in October 2003.


To achieve this so quickly, a new construction format for the county will be used called Design/Build.  In this model, a team made up of the various County engineers and designers, as well as the contractors who will do the work, plan and work together to design and build the project from start to finish. The upcoming Olympic facilities were speedily accomplished using this model, as were many other projects throughout the US.  It is just a new concept to Pima County and possibly the state.


At this time, the staff for the design/build team has not been assembled. County staffing will begin soon and the county expects a team, including contractors, in place by sometime in March. Citizen informational meetings could begin shortly thereafter.  Watch for public notices of upcoming meetings. This is another reason we are asking for your e-mail address and phone number.  The Cat 9 board wants you to have the opportunity to be fully informed.  Please participate as fully as you can!


The current proposed project cost appears to be around $10-12 Million.  Sketches indicate the Campbell intersection will undergo major widening -- perhaps with Skyline growing to as much as 12 lanes (3 turn lanes from each East/West direction plus 3 straight through lanes each) and Campbell as much as 4 lanes in each direction (total 8).   There will undoubtedly be turn lanes for the shopping center, as well as at Avenida de Posada.  We haven't seen any draft sketches for Calle Los Altos yet, but we intend to be adamant about requesting turn-lane presence there as well.  There was some mention of possibly changing the grade/elevation of the Skyline roadway.  It is too early to have any design details, including the presence or absence of sound walls, and type of pavement used (hopefully rubberized asphalt to cut noise!), but it never hurts to let YOUR WISHES be known to the county staff doing the initial designing.  A letter or e-mail to the county (address below) will go into the file for "the record". Remember the squeaky wheel . . . 


While the road design has not been completed, many utility lines and services will ultimately have to be redone and relocated no matter what road design plans are finalized.  To this end, we will probably see work on utilities starting soon.    The digging begins!


You may contact county staff at:   


Pima County, Engineering Division


Department of Transportation 


201 N Stone Ave, 3rd Floor


Tucson, 85701-1207


Project Engineer - Patrick Buckley  (PBuckley@dot.co.pima.az.us) 740-6408


Project Administrator - Damon Ballesteros


Community Relations Representative -  


    Annabelle Quihuis


County Board Representative - Ann Day 


__________________________





2002 Dues Due 





The 2002 dues assessment invoices were mailed out January 12. You should have received your invoice by now. If not, please contact our Treasurer, Joyce Leissring, at 615-4921. With the invoice, we have asked for e-mail address, phone number, and any updated information.  It is important that we have this information, so please correct and provide it as part of your payment return package.





which owners are neglecting to clean up.


The Declaration of Protective Covenants for Catalina Foothills Estates No. 9 (the so-called Cat 9-CC&R's) specify in Article 3 - Section 7, that "no lot or portion thereof shall be used for the storage … of any property or thing that … will cause any noise that will or might unreasonably disturb the peace, quiet, comfort or serenity of the occupants of surrounding property."  Additionally, Article 3 - Section 23, states that "In no event are more than two dogs and/or cats … permitted.  The Grantor shall have the right to order the removal from any lot any animals which may be objectionable to any of the residents on adjacent property." 


These are not issues of just abiding by the CC&R's of Cat 9, but of common consideration of our neighbors, and of keeping our community the kind of place where we all want to live.





Neighborhood Traffic Control and Gating Under Consideration


There has been considerable concern with traffic as well as ingress/egress to Cat 9 with upcoming Skyline improvements and development at Skyline and Campbell.  There is also interest in gated entry into Cat 9 and the board needs your input.  Proposed advantages of gating include greater security from outside traffic and vandalism. Property values are estimated to improve by 5% with gating as well.  The down side - cost and less ease of routine entry to the subdivision and potential increase in taxes.   


A subcommittee has reviewed these gating issues and has suggested a concept that would involve an electronic system (not 'manned') with gates and entry improvements at Avenida de Posada and Calle Los Altos. Preliminary estimates for construction indicate an approximate $1000 assessment per homeowner and would exclude those homes not served by Avenida de Posada and Calle Los Altos. An alternative scenario under study is for a new access road to be created to break through from the Orange Grove and Skyline intersection to Los Altos, allowing the traffic signal to improve ingress/egress to Cat. 9. The county is actively planning road improvements to Skyline. If we develop plans for entry improvement at the present time, we could coordinate with county improvements resulting in a lower overall cost of construction for Cat 9.  We are therefore soliciting your timely input. If a consensus supports gating, the board will retain an architect to develop a formal plan and estimates of cost. These plans would then be presented to neighbors for comment and final approval.  Please send mail to the return address on this newsletter letting us know how you feel.  Even better (and quicker) let us know via the link on our website (www.cat9.org). In addition, we need your help.  Volunteering your legal, architectural, or engineering expertise would greatly help defray costs to Cat 9 from this project. 





__ - I favor gated entryway improvements to Cat 9





__ - I oppose gated entryway improvements to Cat 9





Contacting Your Board


Many of the members of the board are new this year. We want to be sure that we’re acting with the interests and concerns of our fellow homeowners in mind.


One of the new board’s priorities is to improve communication in both directions. We plan to expand the use of e-mail, which will save money on postage and materials as well as allow more frequent updates to the HOA members.


Please take a moment to send an e-mail to:


info@cat9.org


If this is being sent from the account where you want to receive e-mail from us that’s all you need to do to get on our list.  If you want the e-mail sent to a different address than the one you’re sending the note from, please let us know that in the body of the message.


While you’re online, check out our very-much-under-construction website at:


www.cat9.org


We’ll be using this to post information of interest.  Let us know what you’d like to see available there.


The e-mail addresses of all of the members of the board are on the front page.  If you want to send a note to us all, just send it to the info@cat9.org address noting in the text that it should be forwarded to the entire board.


Man’s Best Friend - Continued From Page 2








        Cat 9 Cleanup - Continued From Page 2
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Dealing With Mistletoe 





The Definitive Word From U of A 





… fruits produced on the female plants look like small red berries. Many birds love to eat them, and they are an important part of their diet. After eating the berries, the birds deposit the sticky seeds on branches of trees in which they perch. The seeds germinate and grow into the tree as haustorial sinkers, organs that act much like the roots of a plant, that absorb water and nutrients from the host. These sinkers grow inside the tree for some time eventually producing the conspicuous growth of stems, leaves and flowers. 





Mistletoe takes a long time to kill a tree but certainly causes decline. Mistletoe infections cause swelling and witches’ brooms. Old severe infections may result in swollen areas of dead wood that are brittle and break easily. These limbs should be removed if they pose any danger. 





The only way to control mistletoe is to remove it manually. Manual removal does not kill the mistletoe since it is still growing inside the host tissue and will grow back again, but good control can be achieved by clipping it out every year or two. 





Pruning out heavily infected branches may help, but that decision is usually based on how much can be pruned without destroying the beauty of the tree. Also, it is impossible to know if you have pruned far enough away from the infection to get all the mistletoe that is growing inside the host. Wrapping pruned sites is not recommended since such procedures do not kill the mistletoe and may easily cause more harm than good to the tree. Sprays sold for mistletoe control will remove the outside growth just as pruning, but they do not kill the part of the mistletoe plant inside the tree. 
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